INTRODUCTION

tionary  process,  but  by  a  swift,  revolutionary

one.

Plachanov, who is known as the father of the
Social Democratic Party in Russia, insisted that
Lenin's idea was a deviation from true Marxism,
and the congress split up, with the majority of its
members following Lenin and the minority follow-
ing Plachanov. It was then that the names of these
two parties originated. The only significance of the
party names lies in the common meaning of the
words "bolshevik." "Bolshevik" means "majority,"
"menshevik," "minority."

The Social Revolutionist Party was distinguished
from other socialist parties by its belief in terror
and terroristic acts as an effective weapon for over-
throwing the Romanoffs. This party had within its
organization a "fighting squad" whose duty was to
assassinate the higher-ups of the bureaucratic czar-
ist regime whenever they became exceptionally
cruel in dealing with the masses or in their treat-
ment of political prisoners, and thus, by retaliating
with terror, hasten the demoralization of despot-
ism.

When I was quite young, as a high-school student
in Dorpat, I was thrown among members of this
group, and did some revolutionary work such as
spreading illegal literature among workers, sol-